
“With the Scioto River Watershed 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program we have the opportunity to initiate 
far-reaching water quality improvement proj-
ects throughout a 31-county area in central 
and southern Ohio. Beyond helping to solve 
water quality problems in our own communi-
ties, this program will lead to improvements 
as far away as the Gulf of Mexico.” 

Tom Price, Delaware County producer 
and businessman

“This program gives farmers the means to 
improve their land and increase production 
while at the same time protecting natural 
resources. The Scioto River Watershed 
CREP is a win-win for everyone.” 

Mike Wright, Scioto County producer 

SCIOTO RIVER WATERSHED

The Scioto River Watershed Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a 
farmer/landowner-implemented agricultural 
environmental stewardship program. The goal 
is to create 70,000 acres of filter strips, ripar-
ian buffers, wildlife habitat, wetlands, and 
tree plantings to reduce sediment and nutrient 
runoff into the river and its tributaries. As a 
result it will improve biodiversity in the entire 
watershed. Landowners enrolling cropland or 
marginal pastureland will receive 15 annual 
rental payments from USDA and cost-share for 
installation and maintenance of eligible prac-
tices. State incentive payments are provided on 
wetland and wildlife conservation practices. 
Optional voluntary easements can be enrolled 
provided funding is available. 

A program of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
the United States Department of Agriculture, and

Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

Besides being Ohioʼs longest river, the Scioto 
River Watershed is home to more species of fish 
and mussels than any other Ohio watershed. 
Additionally, the watershed provides drinking 
water to over 20 cities, including Columbus. 
While conservation is widely practiced through-
out the watershed, there remains a need to further 
efforts in the Scioto River Watershed to meet 
water quality, soil erosion, wildlife habitat, and 
biodiversity goals. Loss of habitat within the 
watershed has impacted the diversity and distribu-
tion of aquatic species. Additionally, the Scioto 
River Watershed is one of Ohioʼs main contribu-
tors to nutrient-related environmental problems 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Furthermore, the removal 
of nutrients and chemicals continues to challenge 
many municipal drinking water systems. 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
will compensate landowners to change their land 
use along streams from agricultural crops to con-
servation practices. As conservation practices are 
established, the landscape within the watershed 
will begin to look different with the increased 
number of filter strips, riparian buffers, tree plant-
ings, and wetlands. This different “look” will 
mean less sediment and nutrient runoff entering 
streams, improved wildlife habitat, reduced flood 
damage, improved ground water recharge, and a 
safer drinking water supply. Additionally, these 
changes will help a productive farm community 
continue to prosper. 

Why is Scioto River 
Watershed CREP 
important?

What is the 
Scioto River 
Watershed CREP?

COLUMBUS



Adams  937/544-5121 Knox 740/393-6724

Allen 419/223-0040 Licking 740/349-6920

Auglaize 419/738-4016 Logan 937/593-2946

Champaign 937/484-1507 Madison 740/852-4004

Clark 937/328-4600 Marion 740/387-1314

Clinton 937/382-2461 Morrow 419/946-7923

Crawford 419/562-8280 Perry 740/743-1325

Delaware 740/368-1921 Pickaway 740/477-1693

Fairfield 740/653-8154 Pike 740/947-4533

Fayette 740/636-0279 Richland 419/747-8686

Franklin 614/486-9613 Ross 740/772-4110

Greene 937/372-4478 Scioto 740/355-0505

Hardin 419/673-0456 Union 937/642-5871

Highland 937/393-1922 Vinton 740/596-5676

Hocking 740/385-3016 Wyandot 419/294-2311 

Jackson 740/286-5208

What are the Key Program Options?
• Grass filter strips along streams and water-

courses. 
• Wildlife habitat plantings along streams, water-

courses, and on certain highly erodible lands.
• Wetland restoration.
• Tree planting and riparian buffer strips in  

suitable areas.
• Controlled agriculture drainage water  

management.

Who can sign up and when?
Enrollment is on a continuous basis, as funding 
permits. Eligible land must be in the Scioto River 
Watershed and meet basic eligibility criteria for 
USDA̓ s Conservation Reserve Program.

Cropland must have been planted to a crop four  
of six years between 1996 and 2001 and be 
physically and legally capable of being cropped. 
Marginal pastureland may also be enrolled pro-
vided it meets eligibility criteria. Lands that have 
an existing CRP contract or an approved offer with 
a contract pending are not eligible for CREP until 
the contract expires. 

Where can I sign up or get information?
Individuals interested in the Scioto River 
Watershed CREP should contact the USDA Farm 
Service Agency or Soil and Water Conservation 
District office in the county where the farmland  
is located, or where their conservation plans are 
currently maintained. 

•  Participants in CREP will enroll for 15 years 
and receive 15 annual payments from USDA-
FSA.

•  Additional bonus incentives are available for 
planting warm season grasses and restoring 
wetlands. Additional funds may be available in 
your local area. 

•  Additional conservation practices:  
Cost-share funding is also available for con-
trolled drainage water management, livestock 
fencing, and livestock watering systems when 
enrolled with certain CREP practices. 

United States Department of Agriculture
 Farm Service Agency
 Natural Resources Conservation Service
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
 Division of Soil and Water Conservation
 Division of Wildlife
 Division of Natural Areas and Preserves
 Division of Forestry
OFSWCD and 31 SWCDs
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
City of Columbus
The Nature Conservancy
Pheasants Forever
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Information is also available from these  
farm organizations:
 Ohio Corn Growers Association
 Ohio Soybean Association
 Ohio Cattlemen’s Association 

SRR: Soil Rental Rate set by local FSA committee based  
 on soil productivity.

SIP: A one-time bonus payment equal to $10 per acre  
 per year up to $150 maximum.

SCIOTO RIVER WATERSHED CREP PARTNERS

Target Acres & Practices for 15  
Year Enrollment in CREP

Annual Soil Rental Rate (SRR)  
Payment, Cost-share & Incentives

ODNR Division of Wildlife  
Bonus Incentive

Cool-season grass filter strips within 200’ of a 
watercourse, or within 100 year floodplain or 
highly erodible cropland EI>12.

175% per acre SRR
+ 50% cost-share
+ SIP & PIP

Warm-season grass filter strips within 200’ of 
a watercourse, or within 100 year floodplain 
or highly erodible cropland EI>12.

200% per acre SRR
+ 50% cost-share
+ SIP & PIP

Up to $40 per acre for establish-
ment of warm season grass.

Tree plantings within 200’ of a watercourse, 
or within 100 year floodplain or highly 
erodible cropland EI>12. 

200% per acre SRR
+ 50% cost-share
+ SIP & PIP

Wetland restoration
200% per acre SRR
+ 50% cost-share
+ 25% cost-share to restore hydrology

Up to $500 per acre for establish-
ment of wetlands. Limited to 10 
acres per FSA tract.

Voluntary easement option Approximately 50% of the fair market value of 
the property. (Subject to funding availability.)

PIP: An additional bonus payment equal to 40% of the    
 eligible cost-share.
Cost-share (USDA):   50% cost-share for all practices. 
 Enrollees also receive $5-$10/acre annually for  
 maintenance of practices.

Soil & Water Conservation Districts


